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100 Russian Pilots
Reported in Egypt
F lying Interceptors

By WILLIAM BEECHER
iSpeclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 13—
American and other Western
intelligence sources report
that about 100 Soviet pilots
have been sent to the United
Arab Republic in recent
weeks to man three or four
squadrons of jet interceptors.

The sources say that this
is in addition to 70 to 80
Russian pilots who have long
been training Egyptian fliers
in Egypt. The new comple-
ment of pilots is reported to
be part of a military advisory
force that now numbers 8,000
to 10,000 men. )

Military and diplomatic
sources have also provided
the following reports on new
Soviet activity in Egypt:

QApproximately 100 pilots
and their maintenance crews |’
were transferred to Egypt
from assignments with three |’
or four operational squadrons
in Russia. Some of the latest
model MIG-21's were flown

: GhA-REF7A-H8867R00039p03002-8

[ §The Russian pilots are be-
lieved to be operating from a
number of airfields west of the
‘Nile River, from Alexandria to
well south of Cairo. They often
scramble into the air when ra-
dar shows Israeli planes are

* heading toward the Suez Canal,
which is only three to five min-
utes flying time from Cairo,

Israeli-Soviet Clash Feared

- To date no direct engage-
ment between Israeli and Soviet
jets has been reported.

. The principal concern of
many Nixon administration of-
[ficials is whether the Russians
will decide to take over pri-
mary responsibility- for air de-
fense of all Egypt, including the
west bank of the Suez Canal. If
this happens, Defense and State
Department officials fear Isr-aglx
jets will be sure to clash with
Soviet jets. .

For the time being, Israel is
forgoing dep raids into ‘the

Cairo-Alexandria tegion to

with Soviet piltos and anti-

_ American and Western intel-
ligence sources concede that
information on the precise
shape of the Soviet build-up in
Egypt is sketchy and in some
details open to dispute.

For example, Israeli officials
recently provided the United
States with tape recordings of
intercepted radio transmissions

tributed to Russian pilots.
American sources say these
recordings included duplica-
tions and do not demonstrate
that there are now more than
200 Soviet piltos flying mis-
sions in Egypt. Presumably
much of the ' independent
United States information on
the presence of Soviet pilots
also comes from intercepted
| communications.
American analysts believe the
Russians decided to deploy

avoid a direct confrontation

in as well, and other aircraft

|
.Continued From Page 1, Col. 7

were borrowed from the

Egyptian Air Force.

QThe 8,000 to 10,000 Soviet
military advisers in E pt, up
from a total estimated at 2,500
to 4,000 men before the build-
ip, are said to include entire
ur defense missile and antiair.
craft -artillery crews, mainte-
lance men and communications
specialists,

OTwenty SAM-3 air defense
nissile sites under construction
vould contain 160 missile
aunchers when they are -com-
ileted. Some estimateg suggest
hat for a really effective de-:
ense of military bases in the
\lexandria, Cairo and Aswan
dam areas, the Russiang might
vant lo expand to 40 SAM-3
ites, o
- 90ne unconfirmed report is
2at the Russians have moved
1 an-armored brigade of troops
> provide ground defenses
gainst possible Israeli com-
1ando raids on the missle sites.

some of their own air defense

grou.

aircraft missile crews. fear the
: . raids deep .
Information Sketching dermine Presi.

Nasser.

The Russians are «

have been angered by a.

air strike several weeks.

near Helwan, rine miles sou.
of Cairo, in which some Russian}
military advisers were reported
to have been killed and others
wounded. This incident has not
been publicly mentionéd by the’

that included 200 excerpts at-|

A——

Russians, the Egvptians or the
Israelis. . .
Meanwhile, the Nixon Admin-
istration is considering whether
o provide additional F-4 and
A.4 fighter-bombers to Isrdel.
Abba Eban, the Israeli For-
sign Minister, is coming to
Washington next week, appar-
ently to renew his country's
plea for arms ard économic as-
‘sistance. Israel is believed to be
iseeking 25 to 50 F-4 Phantom
ljets and 100 A-4 Skyhawks.
————
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The Washington Merry-Go-Round

Eftfort to Supin‘ess Raid News Denied

|has learned that the official

By Jack Anderson

The New York Times

charged this week that “a top
official at the White House”
had asked reporters “not to
embarrass the government by
printing the details” of week-
end U.S. air raids over North]
Vietnam,

They allegation was made by
James Reston, = the distin-
guished Times columnist, in a
story that likened the “anti-
Communist, anti-intellectual,
anti-university, anti-newspa-
per” atmosphere in Washing-
ton to the days of the late Sen-
ator Joseph McCarthy.

The charge is particularly
serious in view of the Nixon
administration’s avowed deter-
mination to &avoid the “credi-
bility gap” which plagued the
Johnson administration on the
Vietnam issue. ‘

Contacted by this column,
Reston refused to name the
White House official who had
tried to manage the news.
“You, may ask,” said Reston,
“put I'm not going to tell
you.” .

He insisted, however, that
the incident. had made him
“damned mad” and that he
had put through an angry call
to the White House aide re-
sponsible for the attempted
suppression.

Max Frankel, chief of the
Times’ Washington bureau,
also refused to talk about the
incident. “I just don’t want to

discuss it,” he said. o
Nevertheless, this column

was Henry Kissinger, Presi-
dent Nixon’s top foreign pol-
icy adviser, who talked to
Frankel about the air raids.
Kissinger said. it was “abso-
lutely untrue” that he had
asked the Times not to print
the details of 'the raids to
spare the government embar-
rassment. He gave this ac-
count of his ‘conversations
with Frankel and Reston:
Frankel called Kissinger
several times after Hanoi an-
nounced that American planes
had bombed parts of North

Vietnam. Frankel said he had

the story on good authority
but wanted to know how many
U.S. planes were involved.

«] said I didn’t want to get
into numbers,” Kissinger re-
called. He also mentioned na-
tional security.

Frankel shot back:
you don’t deny it.”

“Then

Referred to Pentagﬁn

“I'm not confirming it nor
denying it,’ Kissinger said, “I
think you should go to the
Pentagon for this.” o

After Frankel hung up, Kis-
singer sald he called Secretary
of Defense Melvin Laird and
asked that the Times be given
as much information as possi-
ble about the raids.

He then called Frankel back
to make’ it clear that he had
no objection to the story but
simply didn't want to be in the
position of giving out detalls
he felt should come from the

THE WASHINGTON POST

that I would use my influence
with the Pentagon to help him
get the facts,” Kissinger sald.
“The last thing that was in our
minds was to keep this se-
cret.” : T

Kissinger acknowledged,
however, that the first. an-

come from Hanoi, not Wash-
ington. But he said this was
customary when bombing sor-
ties are flown in response to
action against U.S. reconnais-
sance aircraft. ‘ _

Concerning his conversation
with Reston, Kissinger said he
had been trying to get in
touch with the Times column-
nist for much of the day to dis-
cuss a pending luncheon en-
gagement.

When Reston f{inally re-
turned the call, according to
Kissinger, it wasn't in anger
as Reston had said, but the
conversation was “jocular.”

Kissinger said he told Res-
ton, tongue-in-cheek, that the
Times' phone calls had pre-
vented him from taking the
afternoon off to go shopping.

“That's all right,” Kissinger
quoted Reston as replying, “it
would only add to the infla-
tion.”

During this conversation,
Kissinger said Reston- men-
tioned in passing: “What’s this
about knocking off the story?”

Kissinger .explained his si-
lence about the air raids. Then
Reston said: “Let’s knock it
off for the weekend” and sug-
gested the, discussion be re-

military. o
“1 gpecifically toldw’Frank’el

nouncement of the raids hadir’

sumed af luncheon on Mon
day. '

Friduy, M_ay 38,1970 D 17

Footnote: Kissinger ‘quoted .

liberally from @ stenographie
record of his conversations.

He said he always has a se’qr'ef :
tary listening on an extension
when he talks to reporters,

and a record is made of the
cownver‘sations. : ‘

Pilots No Secret

Despite the show of alarm
in Washington over Egypt's
use of Soviet pilots, this
wasn’'t news to U.S. intellis+
gence. For several months, pi~
lots flying planes with Egyp-

tian markings have been over- -

heard talking in Russian with
air control officers in Cairo.
The Soviet pilols have be-
come more aggressive, how-
ever, . since $Soviet officers’
have lost their lives in Israeli
air raids. At least three Rus-
sian military = advisers

are -
known to have been killed, for

example, in the Israeli raids
on the Tel al Kabir military -

complex west of the Suez -

Canal.
Now that the Russians are

installing expensive new anti- -

aircraft defenses

man them, Soviet pilots are

expected to be assigned to pro- "

tect them.
What worries U.S. policy-

in Egypt,
complete with crews to help

makers is that the Russians ©

are gradually becoming in-

volved in the Middle East war '
by the same inexorable proc-
ess that dragged the United

States ever deeper in the Viet-
nam war, -

" 1970, Bell-McClure Syndicate, Ine.
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RUSSIAN AIRMEN
MISSIONS IN UAR.

But Evidence in Washintoﬁ
indicates Role Is Defergsé
of Egyptian Interiof.

U.S. CONCERN MOUNTING

No Direct Clashes Reported
—I|sraelis Limiting Their
Targets to Canal Area

By MAX FRANKEL
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 28 —
There is growing evidence that
Soviet pilots are now partici-
pating in the defense of central
Egypt against penetration ralds
by the Israeli Air Force. But no
direct clashes have been report-
ed so far. '
Israeli diplomats say that
their Government has become
convinced over the last 10 days
that Russian-speaking pilots fly-
ing’ MIG-21’s are scrambling
into attack formations at al-
most every potential approach
by an Israeli plane, with or-
ders to Intercept.
United States officials are
still studying their own intelli-
gence reports, but in what is
visibly an atmosphere of mount-
ing concern. An intensified So-
viet involvement in the Middle
East fighting would be expected
to have a serious effect on the
balance of forces there.

Jets Reporied Pursued
While Soviet and Israeli
fliers have not made direct con-
tact or exchanged any fire, th :
Israelis report that two of their
planes were pursued by eight
Soviet-flown MIG fighters on.
April 18, the day that a new
pattern of Soviet operations
was first detected. .

The Israclis say that they
have heen careful since then
to avoid provocative flights be-
yond the Sue
which they have concentrated

BELIEVED FLYING

Y
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attacks. The Soviet pilots, in
turn, are said to have been
careful so far to avoid the
canal region, as if to signal
a primary interest at this time
in the defense of Cairo and
other population centers arofmd
which they have been em-
placing modern SAM-3 antigir-
craft missiles since early March.

Considerable Effect Seen -

If the Russians purposé .is
to deter Israeli attacks ©on

Cairo and Alexandria and ‘on -

the Soviet missile sites, their
action has already had a con-
siderable effect. The last §n-
nounced Israeli raid on targets
in the Egyptian interior wag-on
April 13. The two planes that
turned tail at the approgch
of Soviet-flown MIG's ~-on
April 18 are said o have been
on a reconnaissance missibn.
The Israelis say that npné of
their planes have penetraled
so deeply since. -
_ Neither American nor Isrgeli
officlals would discuss the’de-
tailed intelligence informafjon
on which they must base their
judgments.  ~ T

ft had been established Tor
some time that Russian-sf.ith=
ing pilots were flying reton-
t‘na ssance missiops in Soviet

planes with Egyptian markings!
over the Mediterranean, close
to the vessels of the United
States Sixth Fleet. Soviet .
pilots have also flown training
missions in Egypt, presuma‘ply
for the benefit of Egyptian
fliers and ground controllers.

But this pattern of activity
is said to have changed drast-
ically earlier this month. The
I[sraelis believe that the Rus-
sians are assuming respon-
sibility — with missiles and
planes — for the defense of
most of the United Arab Re-
public, thus freeing the best
Egyptian pilots for more com-
bat duty near the Suez Canal
and beyond it in the Israeli-
occupied Sinai Peninsula. They
also fear that goviet pilots
will eventually be ordered to
the defense of the

join in 0 .

canal region, making a direct

clash inevitable. .
Even the most cautious

analysts here appear fo be-
lieve that the new flight oper-
ations by Russian-speaking
pilots are designed, at the least,
to train Soviet® fliers for Ebﬂ
active air defense of Egypt
der combat conditions Et
lead the Israelis to be

they are in fact perfor {

Yo

¢ bear Egyptian markings,
- they

coming Israeli fighter-bomber
cannot be determined. Over the
last 10 days, whenever Israeli
planes heading for the canal
region have . approached
Egyptian air space MIG-Z]’S
n pairs and fours with Rus-
sian-speaking pilots at the con-
trols are reported 1o have|
scrambled from three different
bases in pursuit patterns. Ac-
cording to the Israelis, they
have made ready to aftack any
intruder of the interior regions.
The planes are believed to
but
have not been O served
by Israeli pilots. At least 50
different Soviet fliers are
said to have been overheard
on many more sorties.
The anxiety prompted by the
Soviet operations in Egypt ex-
tends in  several directions.
These include the following:
gPresident Nixon has repeat-
edly cautioned the Soviet Union
against “steps which could ha‘vel
the effect of drawing the malof|
powers more deeply into the
Arab-Israeli conflict.’ He said
in his state-of-the-world mes-
sage that he would view any
effort by the Soviet Union “to
seck predominance in the
Middle East as a matter of
grave concern.”
qThe still developing involve-
ment of Soviet fliers and sol-
diers in Egypt is seen here as
an extension of Moscow’s bid
for “predominance." 1t is also
cpen as a commitment to the:
United Arab Republic from
which the Soviet Union could
not easily withdraw in case of
still more intense fighting there.
- Moreover, through the
United States has no treaty
commitments for the defense of
Israel, it is pledged to supply
her with enough arms to pre-
gerve “the military balance” in
the area—meaning Israels ca-
cacity 1o defend herself. In
postponing action on Israel’s

latest request for additional|.

Phantom and Skyhawk planes
iast month, Secretary of State
william P. Rogers said that “if
steps are taken which might
upset the current balance or

if in our judgement political

developments  warrant, the
President wil not hesitate to
- reconsider this ‘matter.” *
gThe Nixon Administration
interpreted this delay as an act
of “restraint” and pleaded with
Moscow to follow its example,
despite earlier threats. ‘
Premier Aleksei N. Kosyglin
had written to President NixoT
early in February that if Isragl
continued her raids into central
Egypt then the Soviet Unioh
awill be forced to see to It
that the Arab states have
means at their disposal with

- CIA %ﬁﬁ; &f g&ié}}&%due rebuff
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be made.”

PAGE ,

lieve this message may have
been misleading and that ar-
rangements for Egypt’s air de
fense were actually concludec
late in January, during Presi:
dent Gamal Abdel Nasser’s vis-
it to Moscow. Israeli officials
terid to believe that Moscow
has been testing American re
sponses one step at a time ant
that the now evident flight ap:
erations were determined only
after Washington postponec
any further commitments or
the sale of airoraft to the Is-
raglis. .

gEither way, at least some
officials here are seriously con-
cerned that Moscow chose to
act more boldly in the Middle
East in the belief that the Nixon
‘Administration was mired down
in Southeastern Asia and was
prevented by public opinion
from any decisive defense of
American interests abroad.

Israeli Army Declipes Comment
special to The New York Times

Jerusalem, April 28—An Is-
raeli Army spokesman declined
tonight to confirm a report
from Washington that Israeli
gources had said Russian pilots
were flying air cover in Egyp-
tian aircraft over the United
Arab Republic.

He said that it had been
known for some time that Rus.
sian pilots were flying recon-
naisance missions in Egyptian
aircraft over the Mediterranean,
but he could add nothing about
flying air cover over Egyptian |
territory. |

_Reports to this effect began
circulating abroad some wegks
ago. Isracli military officials
said at the time that they had
no independent information to
support this speculation and
have not confirmed it since
then, Hfficially or unofficially.
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Flying for Egypt

In Suez Combat

Nihe Downed
Defending
New Misstles

By Jesse W. Lewis Jr.

Washington Post Forelgn Service

BEIRUT, April 1—Sovie!

pilots were flying nine
Egyptian air force Mig-21
fighters that were shot
down in combat over the

cording to reports here.

The Egyptian planes appar- |

ently were defending the sites

of the new SA-3 surface-to-air:®
missiles that the Soviet Union”

has sent to Egypt. ‘
The sites were under attack

Migs with cannon fire, accord
ing to the report. :

Tt would be the first knowr
instance of Soviet militar;
personnel entering combat ir
the Middle East.

Most Pilots Survived }
Four of the Egyptian planes
were shot down on Maréh 25
and five on March 27, all over
Egyptian tervitory. Most of
the pilots pardchuted to earth

lieved to have crashed witt
‘this plane.

| Roosevelt
‘|each other in midair. Neither
-|was seriously damaged.

Suez Canal last week, ac -

s
from Israeli Skyhawk jets. .

The Israelis were apparently-
using other faster aircraft—
Mirages or Phantoms—to flyl
cover for the Skyhawks. 7

These Israeli fighters knocki
ed down the Soviet-piloted ||,

although at least one is be .

These reports could not be
verified officially.

Soviet pilots are not known
to have flown Egyptian air-
craft in combat before last
week,

They. have flown Russian-
built Badger TU-16 planes with
IEgyptian markings on recon-
haissance missions over the
U.S. 6th Fleet in the Mediter
ranean Sea. Early last month
one of these planes and an
HAmerican Navy F-4 from the
‘|carrier US.S. Franklin D.
brushed

Regular Training Flights

Soviet pilots have regularly
flpwu test and training mis-
sions' in Egypt. As the Mig
fighters are assembled after
shipment, Soviet flyers check
them out before turning them
over to the Egyptians.

The Soviet pilots also have
carried on an active program
of developing Egyptian pilots,
flying with them on training
exercises. But there appears to
be no doubt that the pilots
downed last week were on
combat missions.

The pilots are part of a
rge’ Soviet military mission,’
currently numbering between |
4,000 and 5,000 men, stationed!

i1_1 Egypt as instructors and ad-!
visers. i

See PILOTS, A9, Col.1  ['

quest for more jet Fighfers, at
least for the time being. His
purpose, he explained, was to
preserve the current balance
of power in the Middle East.
“But, at the March 21 news
eonference, he went on to add:
~*In recent days there have
been disturbing reports that
the Soviet Union, by deliver-
igs of new missiles >. . and

against|

“It is too early to say wheth-
er that is the case.  We are
watching the situation closely.

“If the U.S.S.R., by its mili-
tary assistance programs to
Israeli’s neighbors, does essen-
tially change.the balance, then
the United States would take

JAction to deal with that situ-

ation.” -
[In Washington, United
States government sources

gz2id that they had no confir-
mation of the Beirut report.]

é'ESOviet Mideast Role
Developed Slowly

%+ The report from Beirut yes-
ﬁérd'&y that Soviet pilots have
own combat missions against
srael indicates a deepening
of military involvement that
Pégan in 19556 with the first
le of Eastbloc arms to
gypt.
®The guns came from Czecho-
slovakia, but the sale repre-
sented the dividends of Soviet
investment in the Aswan High
Jam, a major Egyptian power
project the United States de-
eg.'ned‘tvo finance.

long
eager to establish a position
in the Middle East, succeeded
by becoming arms supplier to
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Algeria,
Yemen and of late even the
Sudan. P _

As crisis begst gftsls in the
area, and as Israbl me
more adept millitarily, the
armaments supplied became
more sophisticated.

With the advanced weapons
came, advisers, The most re-
cent influx arrived about two
weeks ago. These ‘egtimated
1,500 technicians and troops
put the total at about 5,000.

At the same time, the Soviet
Union has built ip’ its fleet
in the Mediterrdrieafi™ o

The supplying “of aths to!
the Arabs and the fleet build-
up represent a mgjor itvest-
ment. in both hardware and
prestige by the Russians. In
the six-day war of June, 1967,
Egypt lost in the field, the
Soviet Union in prestige and
in the pocketbook.

Among the new arms given!
to re-arm Egypt were SA-2 mis-
siles. These were intended in
large part to protect Egyptian
artillery  batteries along the
Suez Canal. -

These bhatteries were used
effectively against Israeli po-
sitions along the canal until
Israeli pilots began avoiding
the SA-2 detection’ system by
flying low and destroyed the
entire Egyptian missile de-
fense system along the canal.

This opened Egyptian skies
to deep raids by Israeli pilots
—raids that reached the out-
skirts of Cairo. Only'in recent
weeks have Egyptian planes
gone. up to challenge the Is-
raelis. ‘

The new SA-3 missiles, sup-

plied to Egypt about two weeks
ago, although untested, are be-
lieved to be effective against
low-flying aircraft.

4
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actions which could change
that balance.



